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INTRODUCTION

Welcome

After a year in the making, the Steering Commitieee pleasure in presenting the
Parish Plan, which we hope will help make the g#laand its parish what you want it
to be. From the public meeting in March 2004, tigto the questionnaire, its analysis
and finally to this document, many of you who livethe parish have been involved.
We thank you for your interest. The Plan igidkd into sections covering what
appear to be the most important issues raiseddhrthe questionnaire and are not in
any particular order. It will be used as a guidéntprove the Parish in the short and
long-term.

The Parish

The Parish of Yealmpton lies betwixt Dartmoor ahd south Devon coast with the
Village just 7 miles east of Plymouth, yet is vemyich a South Hams community.
Situated on either side of the valley, it is knofenits wooded surroundings and the
peaceful River Yealm leading down to the estuamhws abundance of wildlife. A
largely residential community, Yealmpton has awuihg primary school, a pre-
school, a community centre, a medical centre sgrseveral villages in the area and
a well supported store, post office, cafe and fahop. In addition, it has a service
station, two pubs, a restaurant, antique shop,raesmall businesses and the well-
known Kitley House Hotel. © The Community Centce;located with the school,
provides a range of services as well as a publietimg place, as does the WI Hall
and the Methodist Hall. A new Parish Room hasmg@pened with facilities for a
Youth Club.

How the plan came about

Parish Councils have all been encouraged to invelezyone in the process of pro-
ducing a Parish Plan. The Plan is an opportunigagowhat we want for our commu-
nity in the foreseeable future. We started vaithopen meeting in March of 2004
attended by 150 people. The meeting buzzed withsidad culminated with a vote
for the five ideas each of us liked best. We thmmed a working group to take the
Plan forward. In January 2005 we circulated a qoestire so that everyone in the
village had an opportunity to have their say. Tésutts from the open meeting and
the survey have been collated into this Parish.RMahope that it will provoke more
discussion and that a final document will be apptblgy the Parish Council in the au-
tumn.

The Way forward

There has been a strong indication of the issussctincern the majority of people in
the Parish of Yealmpton with a clear idea of hoeytlwant things to change. In some
cases the Parish Council can take a lead in aclyeshange, but many other groups
of people and outside agencies also have a rolear@/&alking to many people with a
responsibility for local facilities and servicesrttake sure that they are aware of the
plan and the wishes of the Yealmpton community.



HOUSING

Issues raised

There is very strong support for the
provision of ‘affordable housing’ to
meet the needs of local people.

The Questionnaire sought to clarify
who should be considered as 'local
people' and most respondents consid-
ered these to be people who live in the
Parish. Additionally, just over half of
the responses also considered people
who have family in the Parish to be

housing. Interestingly, considering the
lack of 'brownfield’ or infill sites, only
40% agreed with the development of
‘greenfield’ land. Respondents were
anxious that the Village would not
become overdeveloped.

The Questionnaire did not attempt to
define 'affordable housing'. The
question "Where do you think local-
needs housing could be provided?"
brought a wide variety of responses.
The areas identified by the greatest

local whereas just under half considered number of respondents as being suitable

those who live in adjoining parishes or ~ Were adjacent to Milizac Close,

who work in the Parish to be local. between Yeo Park and Yealmbridge, on
Most respondents considered that South the site of the former Shirehorse Centre
Hams District Council's planning policy ~and there was some support for the
should encourage more 'local needs' disused quarry at Yealmbridge.

Way forward

The Parish Plan should be
forwarded to South Hams District
Council with a request that wishes
of Village residents be taken into
account in the Council's Housing
Planning Policy to ensure that the
rural nature of the Village is not
jeopardised.

Yealmpton Parish Council should
also take note of the wishes of its
residents as appropriate and, in
particular, when commenting on
planning applications. In addition,
the impact of any future develop-
ment on traffic and car parking
should be addressed.



HEALTH
Issues raised

The two main health issues were re-
guests for a pharmacy and an NHS den-
tist in the village.

When asked what additional services
elderly people need, there was a variety
of responses including a Day Care Cen-
tre, Dial-a-Ride service, better parking
for disabled people, transport to the
Medical Centre and warden controlled
housing.

EMPLOYMENT

Issues raised

Way forward

Main health issues raised to
be discussed with the Primary
Care Trust.

Population growth may justify
application to the Local Phar-
maceutical Committee by a
registered pharmacist.

Parish Transport Plan should
address issues of access to
healthcare for elderly people.

calls for art and restoration opportunities

The most popu|ar request in this section along with life skills such as First Aid.

was for a small-business support facility
to provide pro-active assistance in
finance and grants, business marketing
and planning and secretarial services.
Photocopying featured very highly in this
list although such facilities are already
available at the Community Centre. In
addition, although there were some calls
for small business and industrial starter
units and additional retail outlets such as
butcher and/or baker, the majority of re-
sponses stated that their preferred option
was for no further facilities in the village.

The survey also showed an interest in
training for craft skills such as hedging,
DIY (including plumbing and decorating)
and dry stonewalling. There were also

Way forward

Encourage Parish Council,
South Hams District Council,
Devon County Council and
Yealmpton Community
Association (YCA) to consider
investigating funding opportuni-
ties to support business and
skills initiatives.

YCA should consider how the
facilities at the Community
Centre can be made more widely
known. It has been suggested
that a Directory of Village
Facilities might be produced and
sold locally for a nominal cost.



EDUCATION

Issues raised

There were two main requests in the
area of Adult Education; a desire for

classes in modern languages and for
computer and internet training.

In the 1998 Appraisal, and also at the
Open Meeting held in March 2004, a
need for after school and holiday child-
care was raised. This has now been ad-
dressed and wrap-around childcare is
provided at the Community Centre.

Way forward
Identify most popular

ENTERTAINMENT

Issues raised

There was an overwhelming call for music

events such as open-air music concerts

and Morris men. There was also interest

in theatrical events, amateur dramatics,
cinema and live shows. There is a need
within the parish for "whole community”
events such as fetes, fairs, firework
displays, barn dancing and suppers.

Other events suggested included lectures,

exhibitions and boules. People have
already volunteered for an Events
Committee

Way forward
" Yealmpton Community Association

has formed an Events Committee to

organise events for the whole
community and needs to publicise
them.

languages and liaise with
lvybridge Adult Education
and other educational provid-
ers regarding suitable courses
and the possibilities of run-
ning them within the Parish.
Encourage Yealmpton Com-
munity Association (YCA) to
investigate other adult educa-
tion courses, additional
computer courses and
enhanced internet access.

Encourage YCA to promote
wider publicity for courses,
perhaps through a Directory
of Village Facilities.




YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Issues raised

There were many requests for a central
meeting place for the youth of our Par-
ish. The building of the Yealmpton
Village Centre (Parish Rooms) gives
the youth a base of their own and this
will require a Youth Worker and the
help of volunteers who are checked
with the Criminal Records Bureau.
Majority support was indicated for the
use of money from the Parish Precept to
fund a Youth Worker

Other requests included adventure-type

equipment such as a climbing wall,
basket ball court and a skate board park.

SPORT

Issues raised
Providing additional sports facilities in the

village was strongly supported with a youth
football pitch, tennis, basketball and netball
courts being particularly popular. The favoured

location for all of these facilities was the

existing athletics field and surrounding land.
Use of the school grounds and provision of

these facilities in Stray Park were also
suggested. Interest was also shown in a
covered swimming pool.

Way forward

The Athletics Club has made a major
contribution to the village but needs
greater support from the parish and
help with fundraising. All interested
parties should examine the possibility

of extending these facilities.

Explore the possible funding for these

facilities.

Way forward

Act promptly to follow up ex-
pressions of interest from
volunteers to help with youth
work.

Involve the Youth of Yealmp-
ton Organisation (YOYO) and
YCA (as leaseholders of the
Parish Room) to address these
ISsues.




ENVIRONMENT

Issues raised

The environment is one of the best fea-
tures of the village and must be
preserved. Over-development of the
Village is a concern. Woodland man-
agement was considered vital, particu-
larly the replanting of old or dead trees
that have been felled. To appreciate our
rural aspect, the provision of more
benches has been requested. Concern

has been expressed about the quality of

water in the Yealm. To improve the
Village visually, there was a call for the
removal of posters after events and the

reduction of signage and street furniture. ~

In addition, regular street and verge
cleaning was requested together with the
provision of more flowers. The need to
have dog mess removed and provision
of dog and litter bins is still of concern
and most people want the Athletics field
to be made dog free. The recent intro-
duction of ‘wheelie’ bins for rubbish is
felt to detract from the visual appear-
ance of the Village.

Way forward

) The Parish Council should liaise
with Village organisations over
the removal of posters after events
and with businesses and SHDC

regarding the removal of
unnecessary signs and other street
furniture.

Encourage local organisations to
provide a public notice-board.

The Parish Council to consider
extending the current tub planting
scheme and the possibility of local
businesses providing their own
displays outside their premises,
particularly along the A379.

Parish Council and SHDC to liaise
with local landowners and other
appropriate organisations regard-
ing woodland management.
Publicise Planning Guidelines.
Parish Council to liaise with
SHDC regarding street, verge and
footpath cleaning and provision
of more litter and dog bins. The
feasibility of a dog ban for the
Athletics field should also be
considered.

The Parish Council to be asked to
discuss the provision of more
benches in the park and along the
river.

Liaise with South West Water
about the quality of water in the
river Yealm.

Encourage SHDC to publicise al-
ternatives to ‘wheelie’ bins.



FOOTPATHS, HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT

Issues raised

Most respondents were in favour of an
extension of the National Cycle Route
through Yealmpton but views on a

route were divided and it was suggested
that tarmac might spoil its rural nature.
Most would accept use of the old rail-
way line from Steer Point although

there were some who disagreed.
Approximately equal numbers were for
or against an alternative route to the
north of the A379. It was felt important
that the route chosen should be for both
cyclists and pedestrians with access and
ease of use for the disabled.

Traffic noise, speed and volume was
the major concern and seen as the worst
feature of the village. Permanent flash-
ing speed indicators was the most popu-
lar method suggested for traffic calm-
ing.

Lack of parking, and resultant hazard-
ous parking, was another major issue
and it was felt by many that an addi-
tional car park was needed. Traffic and
poor car parking facilities accounted for
a large number of comments received.

There was support for a safe walkway
between Yealmpton and Brixton and
also for this route to be paved.

Buses were shown not to be a major
means of transport for parishioners. In-
creased frequency to and from Ply-
mouth, a service to and from Ivybridge,
reduced fares and greater reliability and
regularity were the main improvements
that would encourage an increase in bus
use.
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Way forward

Results and suggestions from
consultation to be referred to
Councils and relevant land own-
ers. Update of current situation
to be requested and future plans
to be publicised.

Refer traffic and parking find-
ings to the Parish Council for
use in compiling a transport
plan and in liaison with the
Highways department. Sugges-
tions include: parking bays op-
posite Speculation; yellow lines
at the entrance to Stray Park and
also outside the WI Hall; a one-
way system for Torr Hill and
New Rd (allowing parking on
just one side); parking bays
along the green at Yealm Park;
moving the parking bay at the
top of Hern lane to the other
side; an additional zebra
crossing on the A379 by the
Stray Park entrance; double
yellow lines and a traffic island
at the top of Torr Hill to help
pedestrians crossing.

Pavement and footpath require-
ments should be referred to the
Parish Council for discussion
and possible referral to the
Highways Department.

Issues regarding buses should be
referred to the Parish Council

for discussion and possibly

taken up with SHDC if feasible.



POLICING

Issues raised

The major issue was the need for a
more visible police presence which
includes regular patrols on foot or by
bicycle and at night. Village surgeries
were also considered important.

Way forward

Suggestions made to improve
police coverage to be given to
Community Police

Officer and relevant police
Authority and Parish Council.

GENERAL

Some of the comments received related
to things that already exist in the village

or were issues raised by only a very
small number of people. Wherever
possible those comments have been
noted in the appropriate section above

It is clear that some facilities are not as
well known about as they might be and

greater use might be made of the
Village noticeboards, the Yealmpton
website and a Yealmpton directory.

The best aspects of the village were
clearly identified as its rural character
with good facilities and a great commu
nity spirit.

Many parishioners expressed concern
that the village might lose its rural
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charm and friendliness if much more
development were permitted. The
worst aspect is widely considered to be
the high volume of traffic through the
Village.




The nursery rhyme "Old Mother Hubbard" was writtgn
Miss Sarah Catherine Martin in 1804. She was adi@eper
at the Kitley estate of Sir Henry Bastard. 183 Prince
William Henry (later King William 1V) was a regulafisitor
there and the 17 year old Sarah met the future .Kirtge
Prince fell in love with her and proposed marridnd, this
was not permitted because of her lowly backgroumhn
Sarah's retirement she moved to this cottage, nm@staurant,
and wrote the rhyme to express her frustratioresénbeing
able to marry the man she loved.

Just a few of the comments received . . .

“Lack of digital TV reception”

“Village square looks good”

“Yealmpton has a good village spirit”

The preparation of this Plan was supported by gritatn Awards for All, Devon
County Council and Yealmpton Parish Council.
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